The Rev. Dr. Van Windsor and Michael Stowe, both of Pine Bluff, returned Friday, July 23 from a week at the Dick Johnston Children’s Camp held at Camp Mitchell near Morrilton, Arkansas.
Now in its fifth year, the camp was founded in memory of Stuttgart attorney and prison ministry activist Dick Johnston and developed specifically for children of incarcerated parents.  Dr. Windsor, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church of Pine Bluff, was a founding member of the camp and has been chaplain since its inception. Stowe, also of Trinity Church, served this year as a member of the senior staff. The camp is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas.
Children ages 9 to 11 spent the week enjoying sports, art, hiking, swimming and chapel time. Daily themes were based on the words diversity, teamwork, respect, leadership and kindness. The children enjoy a worry-free week full of laughter, learning, and most of all love, according to Dr. Windsor.
Forty campers attended this year at no charge to their families. The camp spends approximately $795 per camper, covering lodging, food, supplies, T-shirts, shoes,  sleeping bags, underwear, swimsuits, toiletries and backpacks. These are all in addition to donated items such as water bottles, beach towels and books.
The DJCC planning committee is composed of a group of people with these children close to their hearts. There are clergy, nurses, lawyers, teachers, social workers, youth directors, and retired persons. These children need nurturing, in a loving Christian space, away from whatever worries face them where they live, Dr. Windsor said.
“It is the hope of the Dick Johnston Camp to make more people aware of the availability of their services, and especially in the Pine Bluff area.”  
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